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Michigan’s New Asset Protection Trust:
What You Need to Know
Suddenly, there’s a whole new estate planning option for
Michiganders to consider. Now you can have your very
own “self-settled asset protection trust.” The new law was
signed in December 2016.
“It sounds magical, and in some ways it is,” says Attorney
Fred Rolf, “but that doesn’t mean that this type of planning
is right for everyone.”
“There are limits,” explains Attorney Rolf. “One limit is that
the conveyance must be done in a manner that is not a
fraud on creditors. Specifically, the standard imposed by
Fred Rolf
the new law is that the trust may not be funded with ‘actual
intent to hinder, delay or defraud any creditor.’ Another limit is that the interest the settlor reserves is a discretionary or support interest.”
For more on Michigan’s new asset protection trusts, go to page 4.
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Saginaw Office Opens
Chalgian and Tripp is pleased to announce the addition of an office in Saginaw. Our office is located 4800 Fashion
Square Blvd, Suite 455, 1st State Plaza,
Saginaw, MI 48604. The office phone
number is 989-272-7779.
“We’ve been working with a lot of clients
for a lot of years in the Saginaw area, and
all throughout the Thumb and the Saginaw Bay region,” said Amy Tripp. “We
felt the time had come for us to make a
commitment to those clients. We look
forward to developing further ties to this
important Michigan community.”

Rita Athanasion and Monica Bissett in the
reception area of the CT Saginaw Office.

This Is Not Normal - We Get That
You will read in this newsletter about the addition of two lawyers and one new office.
And, yes, in case you were wondering, with Joelle Gurnoe-Adams will come an Ann
Arbor office. We’re looking for space in
Ann Arbor as this newsletter is being printed. That will make seven offices in Michigan.
Aging in Michigan is a publication of
Chalgian and Tripp Law Offices,
PLLC.
Chalgian and Tripp has offices in
Southfield, East Lansing, Saginaw,
Jackson, Midland and Battle Creek.
Visit our website at: mielderlaw.com.

It’s all true. In 15 years we have grown
from one to twenty-something lawyers and from one office to six - soon to be
seven. Yes, we get it, this kind of growth
is not normal.
All we can say is that when the best lawyers in Michigan express an interest and
willingness to join our firm, well, I guess
we do what we have to do to make that
happen.
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Joelle and John Share Experience and Empathy
CT is pleased to announce
the additions of two great
lawyers:
Joelle
GurnoeAdams and John Dresser.
“While Joelle and John come
from two very different places
in the law, and very different
parts of Michigan, each are
established experts in their
areas of practice” said Doug
Chalgian. “We are again flattered that such fine lawyers
would choose to associate
with our firm. And as different as they are in some respects, the longer I practice,
the more I appreciate that the
very best lawyers always
share one quality, an empathy for their clients. Joelle
and John certainly both bring
that quality in abundance.”

Joelle Joins Special Needs Group
Joelle Gurnoe-Adams
is a native of Ann Arbor, where she has
established a thriving
practice dealing primarily with the legal
issues affecting persons with special
needs.
“Joelle
brings
a
wealth of experience
to our special needs
planning group at CT,”
said Amy Tripp. “She
is a true advocate.”
Joelle is a graduate of
the
University
of

Michigan and earned
her law degree from
Wayne State University. Joelle is licensed
in both Michigan and
Indiana.

Dresser Offers Business and Ag Expertise
John Dresser has practiced for more than 30
years in St. Joseph
County, where his wife,
Mary is co-director of the
Sturgis Area Community
Foundation.
John practices in estate
planning and will and
trust administration, with
a focus on business planning and farm clients.

John is a graduate of the
University of Tulsa Law
School.
“We are excited and confident that John’s expertise in business and agricultural law will prove
beneficial to many of our
clients,” said Attorney
Doug Chalgian.
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The Case of the Unsigned Will
There are always new
wrinkles in the law - even
probate law. A recent
case from the Michigan
Court of Appeals illustrates that point.

“Overlooking
the scribbled
notepad next
to the bed
probably isn’t
ok anymore.”
Attorney
Michelle Lane

In In Re Estate of Attia,
the Michigan Court of Appeals decided that a Will
might be valid, even if the
Will was never signed.
The Court gets to this
conclusion by looking at
a unique statute in Michigan, which allows any
writing to be treated as a
Will (or part of a Will) if it
can be shown that the
deceased person intend-

Michelle Lane
ed it to be. “That’s a big
exception,” said Attorney
Michelle Lane, “so big that
at times the exception
might seem to consume
the general rule.”

Asset Protection Trusts
(continued from page 1)
“As with many planning tools, if it sounds too good, you
probably need to dig a little deeper,” said Attorney Rolf.
“I advise clients who fear being sued to start by making
sure they have the right type, and an adequate amount
of, insurance in place. That said, some clients may find
a DAPT as a helpful additional level of planning protection. These would typically be clients who (1) have significant wealth, and (2) have significant risks of being
sued. Doctors and some business owners come to
mind. Otherwise, people should be very cautious before
putting their money in an irrevocable trust and limiting
their access to those assets.”

Since 2010, Michigan has
had a section in the probate code that allows parties to offer documents as
testamentary instruments
even if those documents
fail to meet the technical
requirements of a valid
Will.
“Attia shows us how far
this
statute
can
be
stretched,” said Attorney
Lane. “This rule puts a lot
of responsibility on the executor of the estate to investigate any written document that might have a
testamentary
purpose.
Overlooking the scribbled
notepad next to the bed
probably isn’t ok anymore.”
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Time for Your Special Needs Check-Up

CT clients and friends are invited to take
part in one of the several Special Needs
Check-Ups taking place in May. Each
of the programs will take place from
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. To sign up for a program near you, call 888-956-9600.
“There’s always a lot to talk about at our
annual check-ups,” says Attorney Chris

Smith, “and this year that is especially
true. In addition to just answering questions about their own trusts, we will also
be talking about the new Special Needs
Fairness Act, Michigan ABLE Accounts,
and to the extent we can, changes that
are likely to come as a result of the new
administration in Washington.”

Marg is Top Volunteer
Even when she’s not in the office, CT Office Manager Margaret Schulte is making
herself indispensable.
Marg received the Red Ribbon Award for
volunteerism at the Lansing Area Aids
Network. She's pictured here with Jake
Distel, Executive Director of LAAN.
“We just have the greatest people,” said
Attorney Chalgian.
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Happy Fishing Mary Ablan - and THANKS !!
Mary Ablan recently retired as the Director of
the Area Agencies on Aging Association of
Michigan. That’s BIG news in Michigan’s
aging community. Mary has been the director of the AAAAM for 32 years.
“Mary was leading the state’s efforts to advocate for older adults before I began practicing law,” said Attorney Amy Tripp. “For
that matter, before I started law school. She
is an institution, and her impact on older
adult services in this state will not soon be
forgotten.”
In reflecting on her career, Ms. Ablan says,
“My dream and my mission was to enable
seniors to live at home with services. I'm
very proud to have grown funding of inhome services by $350 million over my career.”
Mary says her plans for the future include
some consulting and “a lot of fishing.”
Replacing Mary Ablan will be Linda
Burghardt. Ms. Burghardt comes to the
AAAAM from her role as Executive Director
of the National Alliance on Mental Illness
Michigan, and President and CEO of the
Mental Health Association in Michigan. In
addition, she previously served as the Government Relations Director for the National
Association of Social Workers Michigan
Chapter, and spent 17 years as a nonpartisan staffer with the Michigan State Senate.
Linda says, “I'm thrilled to be here and hope
to finish my career with the AAA. I am very
excited to be working with such a dynamic,

Mary Ablan (left) with Linda Burghardt
creative, and cutting edge group of professionals who are changing the landscape for older Michiganians. Mary
charted the course, and we need to be
diligent about protecting our seniors
and meeting the needs of the rapidly
growing aging population of our state.”
The AAAAM is the umbrella organization to Michigan’s 16 Area Agencies on
Aging, serving older adults and people
with disabilities in all 83 counties in the
state. Michigan’s AAAs have over 40
years of experience, almost 1,000 employees, and administer over $300 million in funding each year. Their mission
is to keep older adults living an independent, quality life in their own homes
as long as possible.
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Drummond Recognized as Leading Lawyer
CT Attorney Drummond Black is one of only
thirty lawyers in Michigan selected for inclusion in the Michigan Lawyers Weekly Leaders in the Law, Class of 2017.
In addition to practicing law for nearly 40
years, Attorney Black served 14 years on
the Midland City Council, including more
than nine years as the Mayor of Midland.
Attending the Awards Ceremony, from
left to right, Fred Rolf, Doug Chalgian,
Dr. Katherine Jawor, and the man of the
hour: Drummond Black.

Monica Moonlights

“Honestly,”
said
Doug
Chalgian,
“Drummond seemed a little annoyed by the
whole thing. I kinda think he didn’t even like
the fact that we nominated him for the
award. But that’s Drummond, a great lawyer and great human being - but never
looking for the spotlight.”

Megan Kiser and Amy Tripp
Take on New Roles

CT Case Manager Monica Bissett teaches a class at Central Michigan University
titled Programs, Policies & Services for
Older Adults.
“I enjoy sharing my experiences, and
helping young people become excited
about working with the older adult population,” explains Monica (herself a Chip).

CT Social Worker Megan Kiser has been
appointed to serve on the Jackson
County Advisory Council on Aging, a 15
member advisory council that works with
the Jackson County Department on Aging.
Both Amy Tripp and Megan Kiser have
agreed to serve on the Thome PACE
(Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly) Ethics Committee. This committee
reviews, and attempts to resolve, ethical
dilemmas that come up in cases involving PACE participants.
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