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John Mabley and David Smith 

More great lawyers are coming 
aboard at Chalgian & Tripp.  The 
firm of Smith and Mabley is merg-
ing with our Southfield Office. 

More on page 3. 

New  
Beginnings  

Also Inside 
  

●Team Approach 
gives family hope 
 
●Me et  J an ie l 
Smalls 
 
● CT Walks for Alz-
heimer’s  Disease 
 
● We’re Very  
Honored 

Big changes for the State 
Long Term Care Ombuds-
man.  Long  time State Om-
budsman Sarah Slocum 
moves on to new endeav-
ors and  Deputy Ombuds-
man, Priscilla Cheever re-
tires.   

More on the future of this 
program on page 4. 

It’s  
Happening – 

Again 
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CT is very proud to announce another 
new member of the legal team: Janiel 
Smalls. Ms. Smalls earned her law de-
gree from Western Michigan Thomas 
Cooley Law School in 2012. 
 
While Janiel had been working at a 
company handling business contract 
issues since she earned her degree, 
she has never lost a desire to work 
with real people and, particularly, is-
sues involving older adults.  This in-
cludes working with the Washtenaw 
County Probate Court Guardianship 
Program.   
 
Janiel will work out of the CT South-
field office, and will focus on probate 
and elder law litigation. 
 
“Bringing in promising young attor-
neys is as exciting as having senior 
counsel join our firm,” said Attorney 
Amy Tripp. 

Aging in Michigan is a publication of 
Chalgian & Tripp Law Offices, PLLC. 
 
Chalgian & Tripp has offices in 
Southfield, East Lansing, Jackson, 
Midland and Battle Creek.   
 
Visit out website at: mielderlaw.com. 
 

correction 
Sometimes we make mistakes and 
this is a particularly stupid one.  In 
our last newsletter we wrote a story 

about the 
r e t i r e -
ment of 
s u p e r 
M M A P 
counselor 
L o r e t t a 
Miller, but 
identified 
her as 
L o r e t t a 
Murphy.  

That was terrible.  We apologize for 
the error and again extend our love 
and affection to Loretta Miller for all 
she has done for Michigan’s seniors.   

Meet	Janiel
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The firm of Smith and Ma-
bley is merging with the 
Chalgian & Tripp South-
field Office.   

If you don’t know Dave 
Smith and John Mabley, 
we look forward to intro-
ducing them to you.  But if 
you’re a probate or estate 
planning professional in 
the State of Michigan, you 
already know who they 
are. 

John is the chair of Michigan’s 
ACTEC section, ACTEC being 
the American College of Trust 
and Estate Counsel, the premier 
organization to which the State’s 
top estate planning lawyers be-
long.  John is also a recognized 
expert in probate litigation and 
special needs planning.  Like-
wise, David is recognized as a 
highly experienced and skilled es-
tate planning attorney in his own 
right. 

“We continue to be honored by 
the addition of Michigan’s bright-
est and best,” said Attorney Doug 
Chalgian. “It is hard to overstate 
the value that these two excep-
tional attorneys bring to our firm, 
and particularly to our Southfield 
office.” 

David Smith and John Mabley add 
Gravitas & Experience to Southfield Office 

With the increas-
ing importance of 
elder law as a 
practice area, the 
Michigan Institute 
of Continuing Le-
gal Education 
has launched an 
Elder Law Advis-
ory Board; and 
has invited  CT 
attorney Chris Smith to be a member.
  
“I look forward to the opportunity to shape 
the training that lawyers will get in this im-
portant area of the law,” said Attorney 
Smith. 

Chris Smith Appointed  
to ICLE Advisory Board 

John Mabley                        David Smith 



In the deep recesses of State Govern-
ment, there exists a very special pro-
gram called the State Long Term Care 
Ombudsman.  The State Ombudsman 
oversees and supports the local Om-
budsmen.  The local Ombudsmen go 
into long term care facilities throughout 
Michigan to support families and advo-
cate for residents who are trying to 
maintain quality of care and dignity for 
that vast, and often overlooked, popula-
tion of Michiganders who are cared for 
in institutional settings. It’s tireless, and 
often thankless, work, but what they do 
has a tremendous impact on quality of 
life for many. 

So, here’s what’s new: 

For more than a decade the State Long 
Term Care Ombudsman has been 
housed in State Government, an ar-
rangement that was seen as neces-
sary, but temporary, when it began.  As 
of October 1, 2016, that situation 
changed.  The office was moved out of 
State Government and is now being 
managed by an independent legal ser-
vices agency — the Michigan Elder 
Justice Initiative.  This new arrange-
ment will allow the office to exercise 
greater independence — which is a 
good thing.   

Page 4 A G I N G  I N  M I C H I G A N  N E W S  

LTC Ombudsman Finds New Home and Independence 

Irreplaceable Advocates. Sarah 
Slocum, left, and Priscilla Cheever, 
right, have maintained the Ombuds-
man office in Michigan for more than 
a decade.  
 
Sarah will continue to help as the Om-
budsman’s office transitions to its new 
home, and then begin a new career in 
aging research at a think-tank in Ann 
Arbor.  Priscilla, an attorney, looks for-
ward to an active retirement and a 
continued role in advocating for vul-
nerable  adults.   
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LTC Ombudsman Finds New Home and Independence 

In addition to the awards and 
honors given to CT attorneys 
addressed elsewhere in this 
newsletter, there are those or-
ganizations that attempt to cre-
ate annual lists of lawyers that 
are recognized as being out-
standing in various practice ar-
eas. CT is happy to announce 
that, once again, several of our attorneys 
received such recognition. So here we 
go: 
 
The following CT lawyers have been se-
lected for inclusion in the Michigan edi-
tion of SuperLawyers Magazine: 
 
John Bos, David Shaltz, Amy Tripp and 
Doug Chalgian.  In addition, Joe Weiler 
and Chris Smith were selected as Rising 
Stars.   

Best and Super 

Independence is a big issue in the Om-
budsman’s world as they will now be 
able to operate outside the reach of 
special interests that may sway State 
policy and procedure. 

Also new, and no less significant, is a 
changing of the guard.  For all of the 
time that the program has been within 
State Government, Sarah Slocum has 
served as the State Ombudsman, and 

Priscilla Cheever has served as her 
able assistant director.  Together they 
have done a tremendous job maintain-
ing the program’s integrity and provid-
ing high quality of care for the people 
they are assigned to protect.  As posi-
tive as the news is about the move out 
of State Government, the loss of these 
two committed advocates will be chal-
lenging for the new entity. 

 
Also, the following CT law-
yers were selected for inclu-
sion in The Best Lawyers in 
America® 2017: 
 
In Elder Law, Amy Tripp and 
Doug Chalgian. 
 

In Litigation, Trusts and Estates, John 
Bos and Doug Chalgian. 
 
In Trusts and Estates, John Bos and 
Doug Chalgian.   
 
In addition, John Bos was selected  
as the 2017 Best Lawyer for Litiga-
tion, Trusts and Estates in Lansing; 
and Amy Tripp was selected the Best 
Lawyer in Elder Law in Lansing.   
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Awards, Appointments and Honors 

Amy Tripp, pictured here at the Michigan Law-
yers Weekly Women in the Law Awards Event, 
with Janet Welch, Executive Director of the 
State Bar of Michigan, and James Robb,  Asso-
ciate Dean and General Counsel for Western 
Michigan University Thomas Cooley Law 
School. 

Amy Tripp gets the prize for 
the most awards and honors 
over the past few months.  Not 
only was she selected as one 
of the Michigan Lawyers 
Weekly Women in the Law 
for 2016, she was also ap-
pointed by Governor Snyder 
to serve on the Michigan 
Commission for Services to 
the Aging, and selected as 
one of the Top 50 Women 
Lawyers by SuperLawyers 
Magazine.   
 
“Obviously I am flattered,” said 
Attorney Tripp.  “I am espe-
cially excited that the Governor 
appointed me to the Aging 
Commission where I look for-
ward to helping direct the ser-
vices that help our seniors.” 
 
“Yikes,” said colleague Doug 
Chalgian. “While it would be 
fun to say that Amy is getting a 
big head, that wouldn’t be fair.  
Amy remains Amy, and it is 
very nice to see her getting the 
recognition she so deserves.  
She is an exceptional lawyer, 
advocate and human being.  
We are all very proud of all 
she does.” 

Erin on PACE Board 

Honors Pile Up 
for Amy   

Attorney Erin Majka was 
appointed to the Board 
of Directors of Centra 
Care, the Program for All 
Inclusive Care for Elders 
that services Battle 
Creek and Kalamazoo.  
 
Erin’s addition to the 
Board comes as CT 
attorney  Phil  Harter 
retires  from  the  same 
Board.   

Erin Majka 
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Awards, Appointments and Honors 
David Gets Award  

and Standing Ovation 

If Amy gets the prize for the most awards and honors, 
David Shaltz gets the prize for the coolest CT moment.  
David was honored by the Elder Law and Disability Rights 
Section of the State Bar as the first recipient of the Volun-
teer and Pro Bono Service Award.  The Award was pre-
sented at the Section Conference in Crystal Mountain.  
Better than one hundred attendees were present for the 
ceremony, and every one of them stood up when David’s 
name was announced.  David is pictured here at the con-
ference with a few members of his CT family. 
 
“At CT we all know what an awesome and generous law-
yer David is,” said Attorney Chris Smith. “We are all proud 
just to have him associated with us, but this was truly a 
special moment.  I think each of us who were at the con-
ference felt a chill in our spine when the crowd spontane-
ously rose to their feet, and to feel the love and respect 
David has in the broader elder law community.” 

Joe Joins 
NAELA Board 

Attorney Joe Weiler 
was selected to serve 
on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Na-
tional Association of 
Elder Law Attorneys 
Michigan Chapter.   
 
“I look forward to 
working with the 
Board to advance 
elder law issues in 
Michigan,” Joe said. 
“It’s a young organi-
zation and an exciting 
time to be coming 
onto the Board, par-
ticularly as the Chap-
ter begins to explore 
taking on more litiga-
tion.” 
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CT was well represented this year at 
walks and events to raise funds for 
the Alzheimer’s Association and for 
local services for families struggling 
with Alzheimer’s and other cognitive 
impairments.   
 
Special recognition to CT social 
worker, Jill Clouser, who once again 
chaired the Lansing Walk; CT case 
manager Monica Bissett who was a 
member of the Midland Walk commit-
tee; and CT social worker Megan 
Kiser who was a member of the De-
troit Walk committee. 

Battle Creek 
Detroit 

Lansing 
Midland Jackson 

Walking For Alzheimer’s  
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Baseball and Spaghetti  

A great turn-out, another fine day, and another Tigers victory for the CT Third Annual 
day at Comerica Park.  The Tigers played the Boston Red Sox.  Highlights included 
seeing David Ortiz come off the bench in the ninth inning to take his last swing at Co-
merica Park.  He got a hit, but it wasn’t enough, as the Tigers went on to win 4-3. 

Another annual tradi-
tion at CT is  our Spa-
ghetti Dinner.   Each 
year at the Annual 
Elder Law and Disabil-
ity Rights Fall confer-
ence, we host a dinner 
at which we serve spa-
ghetti and wine.   
 
The event  has become 
a highlight of the con-
ference, and a whole 
lot of fun for the CT 
lawyers and social 
workers who put it on.  

The 2016 Spaghetti Dinner kitchen team. 
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Kenny Coan is the type of client 
that tests CT. 

Kenny was a healthy active 54 
year old up until May of 2010 
when he began dealing with undi-
agnosed medical issues. At that 
time he was an over-the-road 
truck driver and was unable to get 

up into the truck.  
Due to his inabil-
ity to get into his 
truck, he was 
forced to quit his 
job. 
 
He was diag-
nosed with ALS 
in December of 
2010 and by 
January of 2011 
was in a wheel-
chair. 

Kenny began at-
tending Seasons Adult Day pro-
gram in Midland in January 2015 
as his wife DeAnn, worked. 
DeAnn would drop Kenny off at 
the program each morning on her 
way to work.  They were paying 
for the program with their credit 
card and using grant money the 
program provided.  They knew 
that they could not continue to 
pay for Seasons much longer but 

Kenny and DeAnn could not see 
how the Medicaid piece 
(Medicaid Waiver)  could happen 
because of finances and her 
monthly income. 
 
They first applied for Medicaid in 
2014 and were denied.  Kenny 
and DeAnn came to CT in the fall 
of 2015. 
 
Soon after meeting with CT law-
yer Chrysa Milholland, she 
scheduled a court hearing and 
took other steps to allow Kenny 
to become eligible for Medicaid as-
sistance, notwithstanding their 
savings and his wife’s earnings.  
 
CT social worker Megan Kiser 
worked with Seasons to ensure 
that Kenny did not lose the oppor-
tunity to attend Seasons due to 
the inability to pay the daily rate, 
and she connected with the local 
Waiver agent to ensure that their 
Waiver team worked with CT to 
expedite  the eligibility process.  

CT legal assistant Karen Siver 
completed the paper work. 

By May, Kenny was eligible for 
services, and getting the financial 

 

CT’s unique team 
approach offered 
this family solutions 
t h a t  w e r e n ' t  
obvious, but which 
provided hope and 
solutions.  
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help they needed so that he could get care, and 
DeAnn could keep working. 

“Having social workers, attorneys and skilled legal 
assistants allows Chalgian & Tripp to do things that 
other firms can’t, and as is so often the case with 
aging and disability issues, the answers are not al-
ways legal,” explained Attorney Chrysa Milholland.  
“We are proud that together we were able to really 
change the course of Kenny and DeAnn’s life, and 

relieve some of the diffi-
cult concerns they were 
facing.” 

Kenny stated they knew 
they could not do this all 
on their own.   
 
“The people with the Chal-
gian & Tripp firm have 
been awesome,” said 
Kenny. “If we had not 
found Chalgian & Tripp, 
we would still be fighting 
for benefits. If I called or 
emailed Megan Kiser, at 
anytime, I always got a 
prompt response.  If other 
people are going through 

the things that we strug-
gled with, I would have no 
hesitation referring them 
to Chalgian & Tripp.” 

Kenny Coan and CT Social Worker Megan Kiser 

 

“If we had not found 
Chalgian & Tripp, we 
would still be fighting 
for benefits.” 

Kenny Coan 

 



1019 Trowbridge Road           
East Lansing, MI  48823   
(517) 332-3800   
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One of These WORDS just doesn’t Belong
  

Clear 
Caring 
Lawyers 
Listens 
Helpful  

 
Or DOES IT? 
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