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New  Funeral Law   
 

Love for Loretta 

Noah’s Spark 
In May 2015, the 
prognosis for Noah 
Slocum-Sinke was-
n’t good.  He was in 
the emergency room 
on life support.   
That’s when C&T 
case manager John 
Fusik recommended 
a somewhat contro-
versial form of treat-
ment, a therapy not 
generally accepted in the medical community 
but something that had worked with some of 
John’s other clients.  It helped - a lot. 
“Before John helped us find an alternative 
therapy for Noah we were told to begin fu-
neral planning. We didn't know if his internal 
seizures would stop and there was talk of a 
feeding tube. Now we're planning for his life. 
It is wonderful,” his mother explained.   

“Noah’s story is one of those feel good cases 
that reminds us all why we do the work we 
do,” said Attorney Amy Tripp, “and why hav-
ing case managers be a part of Chalgian  & 
Tripp is so important.”  

To read more about Noah, go to page 4. 
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Upcoming CE’s  
From C & T 

 October 26, 2016; Gaylord 
 
CE’s offered for: Social Work, 
Nursing, Case Managers and 
Nursing Home Administrators. 
 
To Register for CE programs from 
Chalgian & Tripp Law Offices, go to: 
https://mielderlaw.com/speakings/ 
or call Megan Kiser or Jill Clouser at 
517-787-7600. 

Chris Hennessey, left, is pictured here 
with geriatric social worker Gloria Tho-
mas, at a recent celebration honoring 
Chris as she steps down as Director of 
Michigan’s  Mental Health and Aging  
Project.   
 
Chris has been part of the Mental Health 
and Aging Project for almost 30 years, 
and during that time has led the State in 
educating professionals about the inter-
section of aging and mental illness.   
 
Among other honors, Christine Hennes-
sey was recently presented the 2016 
Mental Health and Aging Award at the 
Aging in America Conference in Wash-
ington DC. 
 
Chris says that while she is leaving her 
current position, she has no intention of 
retiring, and will continue to work with 
older adults as a counselor and  consult-
ant.  

Aging in Michigan is a publication of 
the  Chalgian & Tripp Law Offices, 
PLLC. 
 
Chalgian & Tripp has offices in 
Southfield, East Lansing, Jackson, 
Midland and Battle Creek.   
 
Visit out website at: mielderlaw.com. 

ptb100 celebrates 
10,000 Visits 

Within the first year of its new format, 
Doug Chalgian’s blogsite planto-
be100.com has had over 10,000 visits.  
Check it out.   

HENNESSEY 
LEAVES MHAP  
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Appointing a Funeral Representative 

Michigan recently 
adopted a new law 
that allows people 
to appoint a 
“Funeral Repre-
sentative.”  The 
Funeral Represen-
tative is the person 
who, if they accept, 
will have authority 
to make all ar-
rangements about 
your funeral and burial after you die.  
Until the new law passed, the law pro-
vided that a person’s “next of kin” was 
in control of funeral and burial arrange-
ments. 
 
The “next of kin” situation was less than 
ideal.  Among other things, second (or 
third) spouses from short term mar-
riages, trumped children; and where 
there was no spouse, multiple children 
might need to sign off on funeral ar-
rangements.  The new law streamlines 
that. 
 
The law remains unclear however, on 
one important point: whether the Fu-
neral Representative is bound to follow 
the known wishes of the deceased per-
son regarding their own funeral ar-
rangements.  The Michigan Funeral Di-
rector’s Association, which played a 
key role in seeing that the new law was 

passed, says that 
the law is not an 
“advanced direc-
tive” such as 
o ther  s ta tes 
have, and which 
would require the 
Funeral Repre-
sentative to fol-
low through with 
the directives of 
the deceased in-

dividual.  Others interpret the law as re-
quiring a Funeral Representative to fol-
low those wishes.  Ultimately the correct 
interpretation of the law will likely be de-
cided by Michigan’s courts.   
 
“Regardless of how courts later might 
view this law,” says Attorney Michelle 
Lane, “most clients will benefit from hav-
ing a Funeral Representative designa-
tion in place.  The alternative, leaving it  
to the hierarchy that exists without a des-
ignation, will just  make the process 
more complicated than necessary.” 
 
A Funeral Representative can be ap-
pointed in a will or other document.  
 
If you haven’t had your estate plan up-
dated recently, nominating a Funeral 
Representative may be a good reason to 
do so.   



Like all C&T clients, Noah 
had unique issues to address 
when Attorney Amy Tripp 
was engaged to help estab-
lish a special needs trust for 
him.   
 
Noah suffered a birth trauma 
which resulted in Cerebral 
Palsy.  His condition was so 
advanced by 2015 that it 
looked like Noah would not 
survive. 
 
“Noah was non-responsive 
and had no neck or trunk 
control,” explains John Fusik.  
“Now, after several months of 
hyperbaric oxygen therapy, 
along with intensive physical 
and occupational therapy, he 
is communicating with 
sounds and eye contact, and 
even walking with the sup-
port of a specialty walker.”   
 
The therapy that helped 
Noah has been used for 
other conditions, such as 
wound treatment, but the use 
of this therapy for people like 
Noah is very cutting-edge. 
One of the few places in the 
world that provides this treat-

THE ROLE OF CASE MANAGEMENT  
IN SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING 
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John Fusik with Noah and his mother, Rachel 
Slocum. 



ment is in Brighton.  John 
had had success with this 
treatment with other cli-
ents, and believed it was 
worth a try in Noah’s 
case. 
 
Noah’s mother couldn’t 
be more pleased.  “John 
goes out of his way to 
help us. He visited ther-
apy organizations with us 
and helped us find our 
way. He is easy to talk to 
and I really enjoy working 
with him.”   
 
Noah, age 12,  lives with 
his parents, siblings and 
Great Dane, Scooby.  
Scooby sleeps with Noah 
and is trained to sound 
an alarm if and when 
Noah goes into a seizure. 
 
John says, “Over the 
years you develop an ap-
preciation for the incredi-
ble strength that these 
families demonstrate, 
providing care day in and 
day out, never giving up 
on their  loved ones - or 
accepting something less 
for them.  I only try to 

“Working with 
John has 
added a 
whole new 
dimension to 
what we can 
do for our 
families.” 
Attorney Amy 
Tripp 
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give these families the 
attention they deserve, 
and the respect they’ve 
earned.  I am the lucky 
one to be invited into 
these homes and to have 
the opportunity to work 
with these wonderful peo-
ple.” 
 
“I’ve been doing special 
needs planning for a long 
time,” said Attorney Tripp,  
“Working with John has 
added a whole new di-
mension to what we can 
do for our families.” 



BECOMING A MMAP VOLUNTEER COUNSELOR 
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Few undertakings are more difficult, or 
intimidating than reaching retirement age 
and making decisions about health care 
options.  This scary process is made 
easier all throughout Michigan by people 
who volunteer with their local Medicare 
and Medicaid Assistance Program, aka 
MMAP. 
 
MMAP counselors undergo extensive 
trainings, and regularly participate in 
continuing education.  Attorney David 
Shaltz, who has historically provided 
many of those trainings, says, “The edu-
cation MMAP counselors get is alone 
worth the effort of getting involved; but 
the real reward comes from the good 

C&T Attorneys David Shaltz and Doug 
Chalgian attended a very special event 
in Gaylord recently, the retirement party 
for Loretta Murphy.  Loretta has been a 
MMAP counselor extraordinaire in Ot-
sego County for more than 26 years.   
 
A lot of hugs and tears were shed as 
Loretta  made her final goodbyes. 
 
“Loretta’s accomplishments are truly 
remarkable.    It’s hard to imagine any-
one putting more passion into their 
work than Loretta has for all these 
years.  I know David and I were both 
honored to be included in this wonder-
ful event,” said Attorney Chalgian.   

She Found her Calling on the MMAP 

Small in stature but big in heart, Loretta 
Murphy, is pictured here decked out in her 
C&T ball cap and clutching her C&T sailor 
bear. 

feelings you get helping people chart 
their way through this difficult process.”  
 
MMAP counselors work with seniors in 
their communities, and help them under-
stand options for health care coverage, 
including selecting Medicare supplemen-
tal insurance plans.   
 
You can become a MMAP Counselor 
 
All Michigan counties use MMAP volun-
teer counselors.  To connect  to the 
MMAP office in your area, contact your 
local commission on aging, call 1-800-
803-7174 or go to www.mmapinc.org.   
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Being a MMAP counselor is a 
little known volunteer 
opportunity that can give people 
a great feeling of fulfillment, 
especially people who like 
working with older adults. 

Chili Cook Off 
Repeat Winner 

Meet Monica  

Johnathan Clouser presents Michelle 
Lane the C & T Chili Cook-Off trophy 
for 2016.  This is the second consecu-
tive year that Michelle has won the 
prize. Michelle named this year’s win-
ning entry: Numero Uno Chili.  

Monica Bissett 
is the newest 
member of the 
C&T Social 
W o r k / C a s e 
M a n a g e m e n t 
team.  Monica 
joined Chalgian 
& Tripp from the 
Midland County 
Commission on 
Aging, where she has been managing 
the Senior Services Adult Day Program.  
She has also been a facilitator for vari-
ous caregiver support groups. 
 
Monica earned her undergraduate de-
gree and graduate certificate in gerontol-
ogy from Central Michigan University.   

Monica Bissett  

Hilker adds  
Florida License 

Dan Hilker 

Attorney Daniel 
Hilker recently 
passed the Florida 
bar exam.  He is 
already licensed in 
Michigan.   
 
“We’re proud of 
Dan for undertak-
ing this challenge, 
and  pleased that he will be available to 
help our snowbird clients with  matters 
that arise in Florida,” said Attorney Amy 
Tripp.   



1019 Trowbridge Road           
East Lansing, MI  48823   
(517) 332-3800   
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5 offices 
17 lawyers 

2 social workers 
2 case managers 
and whole lot of 
other awesome  

 caring people =           


