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ELDER LAW LESSONS  
FROM WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

Elderlaw & Estate  
Planning Update 

Visit our website at  
mielderlaw.com  

for more articles and blogs on  
estate planning and elder law. 

William Shakespeare, the 
ultimate Renaissance man, 
offered insight into pretty 
much every aspect of the 
human condition.  Estate 
planning is no different.  
Following are abbreviated 
summaries of four Shake-
speare plays along with an 
attempt by Attorney Chal-
gian at some humorous les-
sons you might take from 
them about estate planning 
and elder law:   (Continued 
on page 4-7) 
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Shakespeare Continued 

 
 
Hamlet 
 
Father dies, mom re-
marries dead hus-
band’s brother.  Ac-
cordingly, in this case, 
the usual second mar-
riage issues are com-
pounded by the inter-
family issues and, mak-
ing matters worse 
(actually much worse) 
was the fact that fa-
ther’s death was at the 
hand of uncle – and 
with mother’s complic-
ity. 
 
Hamlet is a happy-go-lucky college kid at the time this all 
goes down, but becomes understandably whacked out by 
the whole scenario.  The Uncle’s efforts to make Hamlet 
feel secure about his place in the hierarchy don’t go over 
well, and things around the house just keep getting more 
tense until, as is somewhat common in Shakespeare plays, 
everyone ends up dead. 
 
Lessons: 

 Suffice it to say the family dynamics in this case are bad – 
real bad.  And, lesson number one for any estate planning 
attorney is that family dynamics play a BIG role in whether 
the plan is going to work or not.  All of the baggage comes 
out when mom and/or dad die (and often when they be-
come demented). 

 Lesson number 2: Second marriage planning is as hard as 

UPCOMING  
C & T  
PRESENTATIONS 

Date/Place Topic Details 
March 27, 
2013 
East Lansing 

Elder Law Attorney Chalgian. For 
more information contact: 
Jacquelyn Ahola at 517-
884-6444 

March 28, 
2013 
Lansing 

Financial  
Exploitation 

Attorney Chalgian. For 
more information contact: 
Maria at 517-887-6116 

April 8, 2013 
Jackson 

Nuts and 
Bolts of Spe-
cial Needs 

Attorney Tripp speaks to 
the National Association 
for the Mentally Ill.  For 
more information contact: 
Elaine Solomon at 517-
782-1164 

April 9, 2013 
Ann Arbor 

Plan to be 
100 

Attorney Chalgian speaks 
to the Washtenaw County 
Estate Planning Bar Asso-
ciation.  For more informa-
tion contact: Liam Healy at 
734-662-0222 

April 9, 2013 
Okemos 

Long Term 
Care  
Planning 

Attorney Chalgian.  For 
more information contact: 
Cherie Wisdom at 517-706
-5045 
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it gets.  Second marriages are often great for the people 
who are married – but rarely, if ever, good for the kids from 
the first marriage. I tell clients: “Let’s accept the proposition 
that your children don’t like your second spouse, and if you 
die first, they will be mean to him/her after you’re gone. Feel 
free to prove me wrong, but my experience suggests I’m 
right on this.” 
 
Interesting Side Note:  American law currently precludes a 
person from inheriting property from someone they killed.  
So-called “slayer statutes” make sure you don’t profit from 
your bad acts.  Apparently that wasn’t the case in Hamlet’s 
day, or more likely, no one had the nerve to raise the issue. 
 
Henry IV 
 
Henry IV is a self-made man – self made himself the King of 
England.  He has one child – a son, Prince Harry.  Harry is 
a young man whose youthful qualities are likely recogniz-
able to many of today’s parents.  Essentially, Harry hangs 
out with his friend Falstaff and other miscreants, sleeping in 
late and boozing it up most of the night – every night. 
 
Dad is worried about whether Harry will ever get his act to-
gether.  As it turns out though, when push comes to shove 
(literally), Harry rises to the occasion and proves himself a 
most worthy heir to the crown. 
 
Lessons: 

 Some children mature later than others, and boys seem es-
pecially slow.  But that doesn’t mean they won’t ever grow 
up (although that is a possibility).   Many people who ulti-
mately become successful will admit to a misspent youth.  
Parents with resources worry that if they pass before the 
child matures, or if the child never matures, their estate 
(what they have worked so hard to amass) will only be 
wasted on immature and self-destructive behavior after they 
die. 

 

UPCOMING  
C & T  
PRESENTATIONS 

Date/Place Topic Details 
 

March 6, 2013 
Okemos  

ABC’s of  
Aging  

Attorney Chalgian. For 
more information contact: 
Allegiance Health at 888-
335-7241. 

March 12, 
2013 
Jackson 

Protecting 
Our Parents 

Attorney Tripp. For more 
information contact Julie 
Jank at 517-841-7455 

March 14, 
2013 
Marshall 

Asset  
Protection 

Attorney Chalgian. For 
more information contact: 
Lindsey at 269-727-0019 

March 19, 
2013 
East Lansing 

Long Term 
Care  
Planning 

Attorney Chalgian. For 
more information contact 
Paul Day at 517-664-7725 

March 19, 
2013 
Jackson 

Letter of  
Intent  
Workshop 

Attorney Tripp will work 
with parents and family 
members of children with 
special needs.  For more 
information contact: Holly 
Peterson at 517-782-6054 

March 21, 
2013 
Lapeer 

Estate  
Recovery 

Attorney Chalgian will 
speak to the Lapeer 
County Bar Association.  
For more information con-
tact:  Anne Sharkey  at 810
– 664-6620 
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Shakespeare Continued 

Today, as then, there was 
the idea of holding things 
“in trust” for children until 
they reach certain ages 
and/or demonstrate to the 
appointed trustee that 
they can handle things for 
themselves in an appropri-
ate manner.  In fact, many 
of the young kings of long 
ago would not take true 
ownership of their king-
doms during their youth, 
but decisions would in-
stead be made by a panel 
of older wiser appointees 

of the deceased King.  In modern estate planning we are 
curiously returning more to the concepts of “Trust Protec-
tors” and “Trust Committees” to provide this type of over-
sight.  In addition, thanks to the evolution of the law of 
“discretionary trusts,” we now have an excellent mechanism 
for inherited resources to be used to provide for the needs 
of beneficiaries who are still maturing, while protecting 
those assets from their bad judgment. 
  
King Lear 
 
King Lear had three daughters.  He was getting up in age.  
He wanted to abandon the cares of maintaining a kingdom 
and spend more time goofing off.  So he split the kingdom 
into three equal shares.  Two daughters flattered him and 
gladly accepted the gift.  A third daughter told him he was 
being foolish and so he cut her out and gave her share to 
the other two. 
 
Then, with a handful of his favorite knights, he retired to a 
life of milling about from one castle to another.  But that did-
n’t go so well.  The daughters who received the kingdom 

soon tired of him and his rowdy knights.  King Lear ended up a 
pauper, living in the woods, eating bugs and whatnot. 
 
Lessons:  
 
Many older clients today get it into their heads that they should 
put their assets into the names of their children, while they (the 
parents) are still alive.  This impulse has all kinds of potentially 
bad consequences, as experienced by King Lear.   

 
Lesson number 2:  Don’t act rashly in making estate planning de-
cisions.  The kid who ticked you off because they said something 
you may not have wanted to hear, may be the one you should 
really be listening to and trusting.  Those who butter up to you 
may have ulterior motives.

 

 
Julius Caesar

 

 
Julius Caesar is the only Shakespeare 
play I can think of in which an estate plan-
ning document is actually part of the plot.  
As you may recall, after Caesar is mur-
dered at the senate, and after Brutus ex-
plains himself to the gathered masses, 
Marc Anthony reads Caesar’s will to the 
people and they learn that Caesar left 
much of his estate to charity –

 
public 

charities that they (the masses) will all 
benefit from directly.  Soon the mood turns 
and Brutus and the other conspirators leave town quickly.

 

 
Lessons:

 

 
Including charities in your estate plan not only makes you feel 
good, but makes others feel good about you.  In addition, today 
charitable giving provides tax planning benefits that Caesar did 
not have to worry about.

 

 
Lesson number 2: If lions are roaring in the streets and your wife 
dreams about blood shooting out of a fountain, it might be a good 
day to skip work and stay home.
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